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“Be a spark” is the favourite theme of our Most Holy Father, Leo XIV. A spark gives way to the fire that

lightens the pathways of life.

The Good Samaritan has been that spark, emerging from the pastoral care given to all people during
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LIGHTEN THE PATHWAYS

the COVID era. It was a beautiful response to the plea of the late Holy Father Francis, who stated that
the Church should be like a “field hospital” or an ambulance parked in a war zone. To a large extent, it
became a bright beacon of hope for many who were caught up in precarious and difficult situations.

It proved to us what miraculous work we can accomplish when we come together. The Catholic

Church is not a relic of the past; it is a present reality, helping people who need urgent and immediate
assistance. This newsletter witnesses some of those events, sharing stories that will bring tears to
your eyes and warmth to your heart. My congratulations to all the members of the Good Samaritan

team.

If | enter a room and my presence radiates positive energy, stability, gratitude, affection, concern for
others, joy in living, wit, and humour, that energy will affect everyone in the room and will remain long

after | have left.

The Samaritan Vibes wants to share with you the joy, energy, and gratitude that were felt at various
moments over the past months. We want you to experience the same in your life, because we have

witnessed miracles happening all around us.

With warm regards,

Bishop Sebastian Adayantharath, Shepherd of Mandya

Editorial
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JOBY AUGUSTINE
Indore, Madhya Pradesh

A FATHER'S
HEARTFELT THANKS:

HOW SAMARITANS;
SAVED MY DAUGHTER

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;

and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds... and took care of him.” (Luke 10:33-34)

save her.

AN UNEXPECTED CRISIS

| am Joby K. A., and my daughter, San Maria Joby, is an
engineering student at Christ University, Kengeri. On the
evening of Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026, our world turned
upside down. San Maria met with a very serious road accident i
while crossing the road. She was hit by a car and suffered
severe injuries, including multiple fractures in her right leg and

a broken left hip.

At that time, | was working in Madhya Pradesh. Even though
her friends called me immediately, | was thousands of :
kilometers away and couldn’t reach Bengaluru anytime soon. i

| felt totally lost and didn’t know what to do.

HELP JUST A CLICK AWAY

short of a miracle.

Mr. Santhosh created a help request with the accident details

on Samaritans of Mandya, an emergency mobile app by the

Mandya Diocese. Within minutes, | got a call from Mr. Jisso

In the Bible, we read about the Good Samaritan who stopped J(;se, who-promised: me that everything would'be taken care
to help a stranger when others walked away. On April 2nd, qi-

2026, | saw this story happen in real life. When my daughter COORDINATION AND CARE

was lying injured on a road in Bengaluru and | was thousands

i Th lightning-fast:
of miles away, the “Samaritans of Mandya” became the hands & repponsewastigtning ast

of God. They didn’t know us, but they stopped everything to

e \olunteers Arrive: Mr. Pradeep from St. Vincent Parish,
Kengeri reached R.R. Medical College (where she was
first taken) almost immediately. Mr. Jisso arrived just 10
minutes later. Couple of San Maria’s friends and family
also arrived by then to help.

e Expert Advice: After seeing the X-rays, Mr. Jisso suggested
moving her to a better hospital for surgery. He kept calling
me with regular updates so | wouldn’t worry.

e The Shift: They coordinated with Mr. Justin Antony, a
Samaritan volunteer from Swargarani Parish, RR Nagar
and Nursing Superintendent at BGS Fortis Hospital. He
personally arranged an ambulance and doctors to pick up
San Maria and bring her to BGS, where everything was
ready for her arrival.

TRUE HUMANITY IN ACTION

: : When | finally reached the hospital at 11:30 a.m. the next day, |

In my panic, | called Mr. Santhosh Joseph, her catechism : 1 [ : S
¢ was amazed. Mr. Jisso and Mr. Justin had organized everything
teacher at St. Thomas Forane Church, Dharmaram. He told : :
] i perfectly under the guidance of Fr. Jomon Kolenchery CMlI,

me, “Don’t worry, help is on the way.” To be honest, | found it :

hard to believe at first, but what happened next was nothing

Director of the Samaritan Movement.

SAMARITAN UVIBES @



The surgery was successful, and we were discharged after

physiotherapy. God’s abundant mercy through Samaritan
volunteers flowing on us even now:

e Jaya Abraham and Johnson K. J from Swargarani Parish,
RR Nagar arranged a walker.

e  Mathew Joseph and Jomy John from Swargarani Parish
provided a pedal fan for us to use.

e Fr. Jiby Edappallikkunnel CMI (Director, Christ University,
Kengeri Campus) provides an ambulance every time we
need to go for a check-up.

o

y/ Woico, » }“

. AFINAL WORD OF GRATITUDE

three days. We are currently staying in Kengeri for her :

The selfless service of Fr. Jomon, Mr. Jisso, Mr. Justin, and
the entire Samaritan team is beyond words. Many of them
sacrificed their time of Maundy Thursday prayer with their
families to help our moment of great distress, | saw true
humanity. They didn’t know me and never heard of me, yet
they worked tirelessly to save my child.

| am deeply grateful to everyone. | truly encourage everyone
to download the Samaritan of Mandya Aapp and join this
noble cause. Your joining can provide life-saving help to

i someone else in a crisis.

e

- "@mms
Mob : 849781000,

7'7//////

600D SAMARITANS IN MY MOMENT OF NEED

A Testimony of Faith, Friendship and God'’s Providence

- Rose Maria Richard

“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.” (Hebrews 13:6.)

O SAMARITAN VIBES



God often sends His help through the hands of ordinary
people. The night of January 16, 2026, began as an ordinary :

R e ldediinito an experience - that A police station was never a soothing sight. | felt anxious

reminded me of the true meaning of faith, friendship, and
service. My brother had recently returned from Canada, and
after what felt like an eternity apart, we were finally able to
spend some good time together with our parents. After a
heartfelt time together, we went our separate ways. But in the
midst of it all, my brother unknowingly left the scooter parked
in Koramangala with the key still in it.

The next morning, | received a call from an anonymous number.

scooter was missing. He mentioned that local residents had
reported suspicious activity involving a group of youngsters
and that the vehicle had come to the police’s attention. He
asked me to wait for half an hour for further instructions.

one name immediately came to my mind -Akash Thomas
Palliparambil. Little did | know back then that this incident was
meant for a greater purpose.

MY SMYM DAYS

My name is Rose Maria Richard belonged to Holy Family
the police. Investigations revealed that he was involved in

Forane Church, Hongasandra, Bengaluru. | was an active
member of the Syro-Malabar Youth Movement (SMYM) for as
long as | can remember. Much of my time was spent at church,

volunteering and taking on several leadership roles that
team, the situation was brought under control.

shaped my religious and personal life. SMYM also gave me

friends who are like family. But as years passed by, balancing

career demand and personal commitments alongside SMYM
responsibilities became difficult. Gradually, | had to step

memories and values we shared stayed closer to my heart.

ONE CALL AWAY

Akash Chettan was the former president of SMYM. He was
like a brother to me who was always one call away. Even
though we hadn't spoken in a while, | reached out to him in

that moment of panic. | was overwhelmed and could barely

explain what had happened. Although he was not in Bangalore
at the time, he immediately reassured me that | was not alone
and that he would handle it. That reassurance helped me calm
down.

FAITH IN ACTION

Within minutes, Akash Chettan contacted the members of

the Samaritan ministry of Mandya Diocese, and immediately,
Sharon Joe Thomas, who also was an SMYM member and a
dear friend of mine, contacted me and informed me that he
had already spoken to the Circle Inspector at the Koramangala

Police Station and briefed them about the situation. He asked
me to remain calm and be at the police station if required.

and intimidated, but as | stepped out after speaking with

i the officers, | saw familiar faces waiting for me, members of

my SMYM family, along with the Samaritan Ministry team
including Advocate Akash from Koramangala Parish and
Edwin Sojan from Ejipura Parish ready to support me. Special

thanks to my SMYM friends Sachin and, Sharon.

. THE CONFRONTATION

The caller addressed me by name and informed me that my

Soon after, the anonymous caller contacted us again and
instructed us to come to Shivajinagar. While there was a sense
of relief in having a lead, | was still worried that the scooter
might already have been dismantled or lost. The Samaritan

team under the leadership of Jisso Chettan and Vincent

Panicked and disoriented, | didn’t know how to respond. But Joseph contacted the higher police officials and coordinated

the mission. Nevertheless, accompanied by a police officer

and supported by the Good Samaritan team through constant
communication and live location tracking, we agreed to go to
Shivajinagar.

After that, everything felt like a whim. The individual who had

contacted us was eventually identified and apprehended by

multiple criminal activities and was found in possession of a
knife and illegal substances. By the grace of God and timely
intervention from the authorities and the Good Samaritan
Most
importantly, my scooter was recovered without any damage.

- AHEART FULL OF THANKS

back from active involvement. Although we grew apart, the :

Looking back now, | realize that recovering my scooter was
only one part of the story. What | behold the most would be

the unwavering support | received from the Good Samaritan
i team and my SMYM family. Under the calm and decisive

personal presence and guidance of Rev. Fr. Jomon Kolenchery
CMI, the Director of Samaritan Ministry, they stood by my side

through everything and imparted strength to me throughout.

From the police station to the journey to Shivajinagar, they
remained with me at each step, reminding me that | was never
alone in the process. Thank you, Good Samaritan Ministry,

thank you SMYM family for being friends in my need. May

God bless this ministry.
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THE NEW HORIZONS FOR
SAMARITAN MINISTRY
LAUNCHING THE NEW

SAMARITANS OF MANDYA
WEB PORTAL

In a world where every second counts during an

emergency, information can be the difference between
life and death. At Samaritan Ministry, we have always

been driven by the spirit of service and the commitment to
stand by those in need. Today, we are thrilled to announce

a transformative step in our journey: the upcoming launch
of our comprehensive new website.

This digital platform is designed to be more than just a
website; it is an Information Hub created to streamline our

mission and bring our services closer to those who need HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE OF MANDYA DIOCESE.

them most.

WHAT YOU WILL FIND ON OUR NEW PLATFORM

A SNAPSHOT OF SERVICE: Gain a deeper understanding
of our core mission, browse through inspiring testimonials

that reflect the impact of our collective efforts.

OUR COMMUNITY NETWORK: Easily locate your nearest . .
i Together, let us make Samaritan Ministry a beacon of hope

Samaritan Ministry units, including partner churches and
institutions, ensuring that help is always within reach.

our new initiative. Through integrated Google Maps
technology, users will be able to IDENTIFY HOSPITALS IN
THEIR IMMEDIATE VICINITY based on specific medical
needs. Whether it is a CARDIAC EMERGENCY OR A

CASE REQUIRING ANTI-VENOM FOR SNAKE BITES, our

SCAN TO INSTALL

[

Google Play

* Download on Playstore

—_—

SAMARITANS OF MANDYA

A Mandya Diocese Initiative
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platform will guide you to the facility that offers the exact

i specialized care required.

OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE

We understand that in moments of crisis, clarity is
vital. By leveraging technology, we aim to eliminate
the confusion that often accompanies emergencies,

: ensuring that time-sensitive care is sought at the right

facility without delay. However, OUR MINISTRY IS NOT
BUILT ON TECHNOLOGY ALONE; IT IS BUILT ON THE

THIS WEBSITE WILL ALSO SERVE AS A DIRECTORY

: OF OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS, THE BACKBONE
i OF SAMARITAN MINISTRY. We invite you to join us in

this mission. Whether you are looking to offer your time,

from those we have served, and view detailed statistics : support our cause, or simply stay informed, our new

platform will be your gateway to making a meaningful
difference.

and a reliable pillar of support for our community. We invite

i you to walk with us as we embrace these new facilities to
SMART EMERGENCY MAPPING: This is the heart of :

reach more lives and spread compassion further than ever
before.

i Join our mission. Together, we can make a difference.

JISSO JOSE

Coordinator, IT Mission, Diocese of Mandya

Download on AppStore
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